Keep Cass County “Beautiful News”
We are proud to be an affiliate of Keep America
Beautiful and Keep Nebraska Beautiful.

www.keepcasscountybeautiful.org
Email:
KeepCassCountyBeautiful@Yahoo.
com
402-234-6775
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

KCCB Hosts Environmental Fair for Cass County Youth
Cass County fifth graders recently learned how to be environmental stewards at the first
annual Keep Cass County Beautiful Environmental Fair. Volunteers at 23 booths provided
education about recycling, electric bicycles, ground water, hazardous waste, litter facts, trees,
energy efficiency, healthy living
choices, sustainable farming,
composting, reusing, repurposing, pollinators and more.

The mission of Keep
Cass
County Beautiful is to educate,
enable and encourage all Cass
County residents to take greater responsibility for enhancing
their community environment.
KCCB Board of Directors
John Baroni, President
Mindy Rush-Chipman, Vice Pres.
Richard Yoder, Secretary
Mitch Pearrow, Treasurer
Roger Behrns & Terry Lorensen
Linda Behrns, Executive Director

Presentations: If you would like
to have a speaker for your
school, church or organization
about litter prevention, recycling or beautification, please
contact us.

Dale Gubbels, CEO of Firstar Fiber, explains the importance of
recycling to conserve resources, create jobs and improve the
quality of life for all Nebraskans.

Financing provided through the
Litter Reduction and Recycling
Grant Program, Nebraska Department of Environmental
Quality and the generosity of
our donors
and members.
KCCB is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization.
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Students and teachers from
Conestoga, Elmwood-Murdock,
Louisville, Plattsmouth, St. John
the Baptist, and Weeping Water
Schools attended. The event
was held on September 23 at
the Exposition Center at the
Cass County Fairgrounds. Local
educators, environmentalists,
business specialists and volunteers set up booths and interacted with 268 students on a
variety of topics. Two hour sessions were run in the morning
and again in the afternoon.
We greatly appreciate the 32
volunteers who provided and
ran booths, Fair Manager Steve
Wehrbein and the Cass County
Fair Board for the use of the
Exposition Center.

.

KCCB participates in the following Keep America Beautiful and
Keep Nebraska Beautiful
programs:

Great American Cleanup
America Recycles Day
Cigarette Litter Prevention
Program
Waste in Place
National Planting Day
Litter Free School Zones
Earth Day
Grow Big Red

Students shown above are investigating the Nebraska Game and Parks Mammals Trunk with Renee
Thacker; Energy Efficiency with Garry Ruliffson, OPPD; Beneficial Trees with Bonnie Bruttig, Murdock
Moderns Club; Pollinators iPad app with UNL Extension Educators; and Lee Myers’ demonstration of an
electric bicycle. Did you know an electric bike can go about 25 miles on one charge?

Electronics Recycling Collection

2015 Lowe’s Grant Update

KCCB is promoting a county-wide Electronics
Recycling Collection in Louisville on Saturday November 7, 2015.
The event will be held across from the Louisville Schools football
field from 7 a.m. -2:00 p.m. in conjunction with the Louisville citywide fall clean-up. Please enter at Cherry & First Street. The cleanup is only for Louisville residents, but anyone may bring electronics
for recycling.
The following materials will be accepted by American Recycling for
free: desktop computers, LCD monitors, laptops, keyboard or
mouse, UPS battery back up, any kind of battery, routers, switch,
servers, tablets with in-tact & broken screens, Apple iPhones, Smart
phones and land line phones. There will be a $10.00 charge for any
CRT monitors and Tube TVs are $1.00/inch.
Electronic waste (e-Waste or e-Scrap) can be defined as discarded,
surplus, obsolete, or broken electrical or electronic devices. Given
the ever increasing number of electronics that are upgraded every
year it’s not surprising that they one of the fastest growing segments of our nation’s trash.
By recycling electronics you are keeping them out of the landfills
and allowing for the proper disposal of electronics that may contain
hazardous or toxic substances. Recycling valuable elements and raw
materials from end-of-life electronics, or eCycling, is one of the
most effective solutions to the growing e-waste problem. We hope
you will take advantage of this collection.

County Household Hazardous Waste Collections
A total of 161 vehicles participated in collection sites at Wiles
Brothers, Inc, Cass County Fairgrounds and Midwest CO-OP in
Eagle on August 14. This represents a 30 percent increase compared to last year’s collection.
The event was made possible by
a coalition of organizations, businesses and local volunteers concerned about the environment.
Financial support was provided by
Cass County’s membership in Five
Rivers Resource Conservation and
Development (RC&D) and through
a grant from NDEQ’s Waste Reduction and Recycling Program.
Ash Grove Cement Co., Midwest CO-OP, & Wiles Brothers, Inc. contributed cash donations or a location for the collections. A trained
team from Red Willow County (shown above) safely transported the
hazardous waste to Kimball, Nebraska where it was incinerated.

KCCB Educational Programs
Keep Cass County Beautiful offers FREE environmental educational programs to teachers,
after-school programs, youth organizations and
clubs in Cass County. Eighteen youth programs
are
available
on
our
website
at
www.keepcasscountybeautiful.org for PreSchool— 6th Grade Levels. We also provide adult speaker programs for civic, non-profit and church organizations. Contact us
soon at 402.234.6775 or by email at KeepCassCountyBeautiful@Yahoo.com to reserve your program.

Despite all the summer rains, progress is being
made on the renovation of the Cedar Creek
Ballfield, thanks to lots of hard work and funding from a $20,000 Keep America Beautiful/
Lowe’s Community Improvement Grant. Several
loads of clay have been added to the field to
improve drainage plus lots of grading and leveling. Concrete pads will be added under the
bleachers. Fencing and dugout renovation will
be completed soon, plus new poles and netting
will be added for the batting cages.

Elmwood City Hall Gets New Coat of Paint
Visitors will see a fresh look at the Elmwood City Hall made possible by 14
volunteers and a grant from the Keep Nebraska Beautiful Paint Week Program sponsored by Sherwin-Williams. Community partners for the project
were the Elmwood-Murdock Schools Community Service, Elmwood community members, KCCB and the Elmwood Village Board members.

Free Trees for Fall Planting Mini Grant
Applications are being accepted to plant trees this fall in conjunction
with ReTree Nebraska Week and other fall planting events. Trees
can be planted between September 1st and November 15, 2015.
All grant applications must be completed and submitted online at http://
go.unl.edu/2015minitreegrant. The program provides trees to the grant
recipients, not funding for trees. Anyone is eligible to submit a request for
trees. Priority for trees will be given to NCFC Members, ReTree Nebraska
ambassadors, Tree City USA tree boards, Nebraska Statewide Arboretum
curators, individuals volunteering/supporting community forestry programs
and Project Learning Tree facilitators. Schools, non-profit groups and civic
organizations are encouraged to apply. Individuals must represent a group or
organization. There is an educational and/or media matching requirement.
A maximum of 10 trees will be allowed for any single request. The minimum
number of trees awarded will be one. Direct questions to: Jessica Kelling,
ReTree Nebraska & NFS council liaison: (402) 472-0220; jkelling2@unl.edu.

Thanks to our 2015 Corporate Sponsors and Nebraska DEQ
Ash Grove Cement Company James A. McKnight, D.D.S., John’s Appliance
Leibman Financial Services Oxbow Animal Health Papillion Sanitation
Plantman Nursery PCS Phosphate Co. Soil Dynamics
Village of Cedar Creek

